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January 13, 2021 

 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the North Shore Water Reclamation District held 

Wednesday, January 13, 2021 at 9:30 A.M.  Governor Pritzker has issued a disaster declaration for the State of Illinois 

related to COVID-19.  In accordance with that declaration’s requirement to practice social distancing and limit person 

to person contact to contain the spread of COVID-19, the North Shore Water Reclamation District President has 

determined that due to the number of participants involved in the regular meeting and the limitations of the location 

at which the regular meeting is held, that it is not practical or prudent to convene an in-person meeting of the Board 

of Trustees and that the meeting shall be held remotely pursuant to Section 7(e) of the Illinois Open Meetings Act.  The 

January 13, 2021 regular meeting of the North Shore Water Reclamation District shall be held remotely via 

teleconference so that the participants and attendees may comply with public health directives including social 

distancing and shelter in place.  In accordance with the Illinois Open Meeting Act, 48 hours’ notice that the meeting 

is to be held remotely pursuant to Section 7(e) of the Act, via teleconference, has been provided to each member of 

the Board of Trustees, to each media outlet that has requested such meetings pursuant to subsection (a) of Section 2.02 

of the Act and has been posted on the North Shore Water Reclamation District’s website. 

 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

On roll call, the following Trustees were present and each of their identities were confirmed: 

 

  Stephen J. Drew, President – present in Board Room at Administration Building 

  Rhoda A. Pierce, Vice President – present via teleconference 

  B. Sugar Young, Treasurer – present via teleconference 

Preston P. Carter – present in Board Room at Administration Building 

Thomas Swarthout – present via teleconference 

 

Staff members present via teleconference were Executive Director Dave Miller, Attorney Greg Jackson (present in 

Board room at Administration Building), Director of Engineering and Special Projects Steve Waters, Director of 

Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Chuck Bodden, Director of Operations Igor Filipovich and Director of 

Technology Services Bill Jackewicz.  Also present, via teleconference were Jane Kaplan, Public Relations Consultant 

and John Norris, Government Affairs Representative.    

 

It was confirmed that each participating Board member can hear all discussions; and confirmed that members of the 

public present at the regular meeting location can hear all discussions and all votes of the members of the Board. 

 

There was no Public Comment. 

 

President Drew presented the Consent Agenda as follows: 

A. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on December 9, 2020. 

B. Consideration of Bills. 

  Wastewater Treatment Fund  $1,158,191.74 

  Check No. 189000 through 189002, Check No. 189015 through 189212. 

  Void Check No. 189003 through 189014. 

 C. Financial Report, November 2020. 

1. IEPA State Revolving Fund Loan Summary. 

 D. Construction Change Orders. 

  1. C.O. No. 1, Skokie Sewer Improvements – MH D2D-30 to MH D2D-30.2, IHC Construction 

 Companies, Inc. 

  2. C.O. No. 2, Installation of Wear Plates and Coating of Receiving Bins at BRF, Bee Liner Lean 

 Services. 

 E. Authorize Payroll and Finance Department to issue District checks to meet expenses where necessary 

for payroll and to avoid interest and/or penalties before the next Board Meeting. 

 

It was moved by Trustee Carter and seconded by Trustee Swarthout that the Consent Agenda be approved as presented.  

 

On roll call, the vote was 5-0 with all Trustees present voting “Aye”.  Motion declared carried. 

 

President Drew presented the President Report as follows: 
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President Drew commented that District employees and all the Trustees continue to have good health and encouraged 

all to get vaccinated with the hope that possibly by the Fall, the District could be back to business as usual. 

  

President Drew asked if there was a Trustee Report. 

 

Trustee Pierce wanted to commend staff once again with an issue that arose her in her ward and how it was quickly 

resolved through the work of many emails and the help of great staff. 

 

Executive Director Miller presented the Management Report as follows: 

 

Executive Director Miller first commented that the District’s essential workers in the plants and laboratory have been 

able to keep everything running smoothly without too many cases of the virus which indicates everyone is following 

the rules and he hopes those efforts continue.  

 

A. Coronavirus Response Update. 

1. Covid19 Relief Funds from County of Lake. 

 

Executive Director reported that the County had not initially made an allocation of CARES relief funds for sanitary 

districts.  In discussions with Chair Hart and Matt Meyer they agreed to the District’s request for consideration of its 

expenses under the program.  The District submitted approximately 125K in expenses.   Executive Director Miller 

stated that the demands for CARES funds far exceeded the County’s available funding and the County informed the 

District would be eligible for an allocation of up to 48K which the District has now received.  Executive Director 

Miller stated that during 2020, the District paid almost 100k in emergency paid sick leave and emergency family 

medical leave benefits to 23 employees and another and 35K for technology, supplies and personal protective 

equipment.  Executive Director Miller stated he is grateful for the 48K received from the County and the District 

continues to keep track of expenses related to this pandemic. 

 

2. Flexible Spending Account Amendments for 2020 & 2021. 

 

Executive Director Miller stated that Allied Benefits administrates the flexible spending program for employees who 

utilize these pre-tax funds for day care and health care needs.  Congress has passed an end-of-year stimulus package 

that includes several provisions providing temporary relief with respect to health and dependent care flexible spending 

arrangements.  District staff recommends that the Board approve all the permissible relief provisions to be incorporated 

into the District’s Flexible Spending plan.   

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Pierce to approve the Flexible Spending Account 

Amendments for 2020 and 2021. 

 

On roll call, the vote was 5-0 with all Trustees present voting “Aye”.  Motion declared carried. 

 

Executive Director Miller presented the Administration Division Report as follows:  

 

A. Identity Theft Prevention Program Annual Report. 

 

Executive Director Miller stated that several years ago the District implemented an Identity Theft Prevention Program 

in accordance with requirements of the Federal Trade Commission’s “Red Flag Rules”.  The regulations governing 

this program require the completion of an annual compliance report and also require periodic program updates to 

reflect changes in risks to customers or to the safety and soundness of the District from identity theft.  Deputy 

Executive Director Miller stated the District does not maintain any personal information from any customers with all 

account information being provided from the water departments.  Executive Director Miller noted that the District 

does not take credit card information but instead participates in the Illinois e-pay program.  The Illinois Treasurer’s 

office is responsible for all security and compliance and this program has worked great.  Executive Director Miller is 

not aware of any incidents of identity theft since the program was implemented and that the policies associated with 

the program are working as intended.  Accordingly, there are no changes to the program proposed at this time.  Deputy 

Executive Director Miller requested Board approval. 

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Swarthout to approve the Identity Theft Prevention Program 

Annual Report. 
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On roll call, the vote was 5 – 0 with all Trustees present voting "Aye".  Motion declared carried. 

 

Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters presented the Engineering Division Report as follows: 

 

A. Project Update. 

1. Lake Bluff Pumping Station Shoreline Restoration Project. 

 

Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters stated that the contractor started work one month ago and the 

weather has been good with only a minor delay because the quarry was closed over the holiday for a week.  Director of 

Engineering and Special Projects Waters stated that as of today the north and south section of 125 feet of revetment has 

been completed and the contractor is working on reinforcing the groin.  The plan is to wrap up the project by the end of 

January.  Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters noted that a power point presentation was included in the 

board packet.  President Drew commented that he understood that the Park District was going to piggy back onto the 

District’s project and continue the revetment south down to the beach area.  Director of Engineering and Special Projects 

Waters stated that is correct, the Park District has retained the same contractor.  It was noted that the District project will 

be documented through a close out procedure so there is no confusion on the remaining work being completed by the 

Park District.  It will be clearly distinguished when and where the District’s project ends and the Park District starts.  

Trustee Pierce stated this is a great benefit to the residents of Lake Bluff.  Director of Engineering and Special Projects 

Waters noted that an assessment will be done on the paving of the parking lot and roadway in the Spring.  Trustee 

Swarthout stated that he swings by there every other day and noted there has been very little damage to the road.  He 

commented that this project has been seamless with the benefit of very good weather and everything has been going 

smoothly, which reflects well on the District.  He offered kudos to the staff on the entire project.  This was an update 

with no action required. 

 

B. Engineering Agreements. 

1. Simpson Gumpertz & Heger, Inc., CFRP Repair Design and Construction Engineering Support of 

54 in. Diameter PCCP F-3 Waukegan Effluent Force Main. 

 

Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters stated that this agreement with Simpson Gumpertz & Heger, Inc. 

is for the design, on site construction support, and final report for the repair of three sections of the F3 force main.  

The total cost of these services is $55,600.00 and he asked for Board approval. 

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Carter to approve the Engineering Agreement with Simpson 

Gumpertz & Heger, Inc., CFRP Repair Design and Construction Engineering Support of 54 in. Diameter PCCP F-3 

Waukegan Effluent Force Main in the amount of $55,600.00. 

 
On roll call, the vote was 5 – 0 with all Trustees present voting "Aye".  Motion declared carried. 

 

2. AECOM Technical Services, Inc., Evaluation of Cell B East Closure in Zion, IL. 

 

Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters stated that AECOM Technical Services Proposal is to revisit the 

closure documentation for Cell B East that stalled eleven years ago.  This scope of work is to pull past data, present a 

preliminary case to the IEPA and determine what work is needed for the closure of this portion of the landfill.  Director 

of Engineering and Special Projects Waters stated the cost of this proposal is $10,000.00 and recommended Board 

approval.  

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Swarthout to approve the Engineering Agreement with 

AECOM Technical Services, Inc., for the Evaluation of Cell B East Closure in Zion, IL in the amount of $10,000.00.   

 

On roll call, the vote was 5 – 0 with all Trustees present voting "Aye".  Motion declared carried 

  

C. Engineering Agreement Amendment. 

1. Amendment No. 5, AECOM Technical Services, Inc., Cell B East pH Investigation. 

 

Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters stated that Amendment No. 5 with AECOM Technical Services, 

Inc., is related to additional work that was performed by AECOM due to the high pH issue on Well No. R409.  The 

cost of this additional work was $3,500.00.  Unfortunately, this work was not included in the final settlement with 

Holcim regarding this issue.  Executive Director Miller commented that ideally when staff negotiated with 

LaFarge/Holcim regarding the Notice of Violation and costs incurred to reach the final settlement, this cost would 
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have been included.  Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters recommended Board approval of this 

Amendment. 

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Swarthout to approve Amendment No. 5, AEXCOM 

Technical Services, Inc., Cell B East pH Investigation in the amount of $3,500.00. 

 

On roll call, the vote was 5 – 0 with all Trustees present voting "Aye".  Motion declared carried. 

 

D. Bid Summary. 

1. Gurnee Industrial Interceptor Sewer Inspection. 

  

Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters presented the bid recommendation of National Power Rodding 

being the low, responsive, responsible bidder, in the bid amount of $110,000.00.  The District contacted National 

Power Rodding and they are comfortable with completing the project at their low bid cost, as they have specialized 

equipment to access the wooded areas for this project.  They have previously completed similar work for the District.  

Trustee Young questioned why the bid amounts submitted all far exceeded the District’s budget of $27,000 for this 

job.  Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters explained that when originally budgeted, we used linear 

foot costs that are more typical for small sewers with easy access mostly on roadways.  The scope of the design is to 

access wooded areas that are hard to get to and this was not accounted for in the budgeted amount.   Since National 

Power Rodding has this specialized equipment to access the area contained within the bid their bid was significantly 

lower than the other bidders.  Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters recommended Board approval.   

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Swarthout to award the bid for the Gurnee Industrial 

Interceptor Sewer Inspection to National Power Rodding in the amount of $110,000.00. 

 

On roll call, the vote was 5 – 0 with all Trustees present voting "Aye".  Motion declared carried. 

 

Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden presented the Laboratory and Environmental 

Compliance Division Report. 

 

A. Current Status of Significant Industrial Wastewater Violation(s) in the Service Area of the NSWRD. 

 

Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden updated the Board on the Commercial and Industrial 

User Population Equivalent (PE) Audits and noted that the District has received Pfanstiehl’s initial PE compliance 

progress report. 

 

B. Amendment No. 1 to the Continuous Monitoring Agreement for the Des Plaines River Watershed 

Workgroup. 

 

Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden stated that Amendment No. 1 to the Continuous 

Monitoring Agreement for the Des Plaines River Watershed Workgroup reduces the frequency of submission of results 

from monthly to quarterly and billing from monthly to quarterly.  This proposed amendment is intended to reduce 

administrative burden for both the DRWW and NSWRD and recommended Board approval. 

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Swarthout to approve Amendment No. 1 to the Continuous 

Monitoring Agreement for the Des Plaines River Watershed Workgroup as presented. 

On roll call, the vote was 5 – 0 with all Trustees present voting "Aye".  Motion declared carried. 

 

Trustee Carter asked Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden what chemical was being utilized 

to remove phosphorus.  Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden replied that ferric chloride is 

used.  Trustee Carter wanted to know if the District had been cutting down on the use of ferric chloride and what the cost 

have been over the past two years.  Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden stated he would 

provide the requested information. 

 

Lastly, Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden wanted to recognize Rob Flood, Biologist at the 

NSWRD who recently celebrated 30 years of service and offered congratulations to Rob. 
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There was no Technology Division Report.  

 

There was no Attorney Report. 

 

President Drew presented Other Business as follows: 

 

A. Legislative Report. 

 

John Norris, the District’s Government Affairs Representative stated there were no major bills active in Springfield 

that would affect the District.  He noted the biggest news would be the election of the house speaker and noted that 

Jesse White, Secretary of State of Illinois may be appointed to act if a Speaker is not appointed.  Other than that the 

102nd General Assembly would be sworn in and that was all there was to report.   President Drew thanked Mr. Norris 

for his report. 

 

Before bringing the meeting to a close Executive Director Miller wanted to thank the Board of Trustees, Staff and all 

present today on the teleconference meeting for their patience in moving through the agenda, to accomplish all 

necessary business and, in particular, to ensure that the District is able to pay all its local vendors and contractors on 

time.  

 

There being no further business to come before the Board.  

 

It was moved by Trustee Carter and seconded by Trustee Swarthout to end the Meeting.  

 

On roll call, the vote was 5-0 with all Trustees present voting “Aye”.  Motion declared carried. 

 

The meeting was then adjourned until the next regular meeting to be held on Wednesday, February 10, 2021 at 9:30 

A.M. at the District Office of the Raymond E. Anderson Complex located in Gurnee, Illinois. 

 

 

         _________________________ 

                     PRESIDENT  

____________________________ 

             SECRETARY 


